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SYNOPSIS :

The letters of one of the greatest observers of the human species, revealing his
passion for life and work, friendship and art, medicine and society, and the richness
of his relationships with friends, family, and fellow intellectuals over the decades. Dr.
Oliver Sacks?who describes himself variously in these pages as ?a philosophical
physician,? ?an astronomer of the inward,? and a ?neuropathological
Talmudist??wrote lengthy letters throughout his to his parents, his beloved Aunt
Lennie, to friends and colleagues from London, Oxford, California, and around the
world. These pages begin with his arrival in America as a young man, eager to
establish himself away from the confines of postwar England, and carry us through
his bumpy early career in medicine and the discovery of his writer?s voice and
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m?tier; his weightlifting, motorcycle-riding years and his explosive seasons of
discovery with the patients who populate his book Awakenings; his growing interest
in matters of sight and the


